
What Do You Want to Be  
When You Grow Up?

Wrong Answer



“The biggest problem 
with humanity is that we 
have a Paleolithic 
emotions, medieval 
institutions, but  
God like technology.”  

-Edward O Wilson



• Asking The Right Career Questions 

• Passion Sometimes Isn’t Enough 

• Unconventional Career Toolkit 

• Building Careers in the age of AI 

• Tools That Give You Superpowers 

• Landing The Plane (Hopefully) 

Our Agenda Today



What Do You Want to Be  
When You Grow Up?

Wrong Question



• The average person will have 12 
different jobs by age 38. 

• Almost half of college grads will work 
in a field unrelated to their major. 

• Only 32% of workers under 35 feel 
engaged at work. 

• (Sources: BLS, Strada, Gallup)







• What do I want to learn more about? 

• What problems do I want to solve? 

• What kinds of life do I want to build? 

Let’s Ask Different Questions
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Follow Your

Passion



Follow Your

Curiosity



Follow Your

Talent



Follow Your

OPPORTUNITY



Follow Your

Skills



It May Become Your

Passion



“If you pursue something where the 
rewards are outsized, the competition 
is outsized — and you need to be in 
the top 1% to make a good living.” 
— Scott Galloway, The Algebra of Happiness



86% of members do 
not earn enough to 
qualify for health 
insurance*  
($26,470 threshold)



High-profile careers (acting, pro sports, tech founder) 
- Highly competitive, low odds, lottery-style outcomes

Low-ego careers (accounting, dentistry, logistics, sales)  
- Higher probability of success and long-term happiness 



Don’t Shame The Dream.  

But Quantify  
The Risk/Rewards.  

Understand the Game.





Wrote True 
Romance &  
Natural Born 
Killers 
 
Built a Reputation 



Are you standing  
near,next to or adjacent  
to the dream?



The Thing About  
Sit-ups…



“If you want 
to be the noun,  
you gotta do 
the verb.” 
- Chase Jarvis





www.yourname.com
Get a Domain Name



Digital Real Estate



Everything Else is a Rental





Steal Like An Artist



Play in Different Mediums



Choose Your Tools -  
Then Rig The Game so You Can Win It
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Gate Crashing

Where can you cut the line  
or be the only choice



Increase The Surface Area
For Serendipity











6 Degrees.



3.57







Build A Networking  
Practice - Get in the Reps



So if the game is changing, why 
are we still using the same 

playbook?





What happens when the value of 
raw knowledge, our ability to just 
memorize data, drops to zero?



Most Valuable Skills Reflect the Times…

•Storytelling 
•Curiosity 
•Collaboration 
•Breaking Down Complexity 
•Prompting  
•Writing 
•Speaking



We’re Biologically Moved  By Storytelling



Stories…

•Prompting  
•Selling 
•Starting a Movement 
•Advocating 
•Creating Change





























• Hobby 

• Job 

• Career 

• Vocation











What Do You Want to Be  
When You Grow Up?



Curious Resilient

Up for whatever comes next



RYAN MILLER
www.RustbeltStartup.com

I Help Startups & Small Businesses 
Start Up


